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According to Punxsutawney Phil, Spring is coming early this 
year. He is only correct around 39% of the time. That’s a lot 
of notoriety for rodent who is usually wrong. On the other 
hand, there is Mojave Maxine, a tortoise in Palm Desert, 
California. Maxine says Spring started on January 23. Then 
there Mojave Max (confusing...I know), another tortoise from 
Las Vegas, who still hasn’t decided. If you ask Neil deGrasse 
Tyson, he will tell you that 2020 Spring Equinox is on March 

19th. Ok, I know he is way smarter than just being able to tell us when the Spring Equinox occurs. 
Maybe I should have gone with Carl Sagan, but that felt like an 80’s throwback.  
 
The Druids recognized that the equinox was a time for celebration. They called the equinox in 
springtime Alban Eilir. This translates to: “The light of the Earth.” (sounds nice but keep reading) One 
representative ceremony happened in Spring, Tlacaxipehualiztli (Tla-cawsh-ee-pay-wal-eeezt-li), which 
honored the god of vegetation, Xipe Totec. This fertility ritual required the sacrifice of captured warriors. 
Their skin was flayed from them after death, and the priests of Xipe Totec wore these human skins for 
the 20 days of the ceremony, which also featured gladiatorial battles and military ceremonies. Wow! We 
are definitely NOT doing that. 
 
So, let’s check in with the Dutch. Btw, I did not clear this with our resident Dutch expert, so here goes (if 
it’s on the internet, it must be true). Rokjesdag!  
 
‘Rokjesdag is die ene dag in het voorjaar dat alle vrouwen als bij toverslag ineens een rok dragen, met 
daaronder blote benen.’ – Martin Bril 
 
That’s right, you guessed it, the Dutch actually have a day called ‘skirt day’. In short (pun intended), 
Rokjesdag is the first day of the year that it becomes warm enough to allow women/men/anyone who 
wishes to free their legs, the chance to do so without wearing tights and without catching frostbite! Yes, 
just because it is ‘Spring in the Netherlands’, it doesn’t mean it will be warm and sunny, unfortunately. 
Made popular by the Dutch writer and Rokjesdag lover, Martin Bril, Rokjesdag is no longer merely a 
day, but in fact symbolic of the start of Spring. 
 
Alright, one last one. In Narcisse, Manitoba, Canada, more than 70,000 snakes slither out of dens to 
breed each spring at a Manitoba wildlife area. Eh? So, I guess we will probably skip a springtime ride to 
Canada. Sorry Janice. 
 
Spring may or may not be upon us. If it’s not here, it is coming. What does that mean? Should we 
balance a raw egg in an upright position -- or make a broomstick stand up by itself? Both said to be 
possible during the spring equinox, because of the perfect gravitational pull. I say give it a shot and post 
it to FB. If for no other reason than the entertainment value. But a better (and more productive) idea 
would be to get your bike ready for the season. The list is long, but important. Check your tires, brakes, 
linkage, lights, battery, suspension and all systems in between. A safe ride starts with a well-maintained 
bike. Feel free to DIY or drop it at Bumpus and let Reggie take care of you. Just make sure you take 
care of your bike. It literally separates you from the road. 
 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Smart, but most of all Ride 
 
Robert 
2020 Memphis HOG Chapter Director   

Robert Gantt 
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It's time to give a little back…   
 
"I think it's very important to have a feedback loop, where 
you're constantly thinking about what you've done and how 
you could be doing it better." - Elon Musk 
 
As officers every month we try to give the members 
something interesting to read and ponder on.  Sometimes it 

takes me personally, hours or even days to craft an article I feel that is a topic worthy to share.  Over 
the years, I have shared personal reflections, tech articles, as well as industry news to the newsletter 
readers, never really knowing if any of this was time well spent, for you or me.  Speaking as an officer, 
every year we try to think of new ideas and things to try, to keep it fun and entertaining, and to hopefully 
grow the Chapter.  But now and then we need to hear from the membership to let us know if we are on 
the right track or not!        
 
This month I would like to take a page from Facebook and ask that you copy the five questions below 
and give me some of your own opinions of where we are as a Chapter.  I would request that you send 
your responses to my email address at tnharley@bellsouth.net.  I will take the responses and compile 
the results and give a report back to everyone, on the feedback I receive.  I won't call you out so don't 
be shy about providing details and some honest feedback!  I just have one request, don't provide one-
word answers like anything, good, yes, and no!  If it's worth doing it's worth doing right, I'm sure you 
heard that from your parents at some point!    
 
Be honest and be open, and if you have something to share outside of these five questions add it to the 
bottom of the list.  We want to hear from you…all of you!  We are all busy, but a little professional 
feedback will help us all.   So please take this time to give back to make the Memphis Chapter second 
to none!   
      
 
• What do you find most useful about the Chapter? 
 
• What things would you change about the Chapter? 
 
• Do you find the newsletter interesting?  If so why?  If not, why not? 
 
• Does HOG National and the Local Chapter meet, or exceed, your expectations? Please give 

specifics. 
 
• Do you feel that the officers are planning rides, and events, that you like?  If not, please give us 

some examples of what you would like to do.  If yes, what are your favorites? 
 
 
Again, please send an email response to tnharley@bellsouth.net   
Please use a subject of Newsletter Response 
 
"We all need people who will give us feedback. That's how we improve." - Bill Gates 
 
 
Ride Safe, 
Jim Ferguson 
tnharley@bellsouth.net 
  

Jim Ferguson 
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Activities Corner 
 
 
And poof, January is gone.  I don’t know if it is good or bad that 
some months are done before you even know it.  I guess it takes us 
one month closer to better riding weather, so I guess it is a good 
thing. 
 
What did we do this month?  A couple of things….. 
 

• We had our first chapter meeting of the year and I think we had more people attending than I have ever 
witnessed in my time with the chapter.  Did it go smoothly?  Not really, but we were able to hear some of 
the things that will come up in the new year.   

• We had our first social of the year.  About 18 folks met at Top Gun and had some dinner and took out our 
guns and tried to impress everyone with our shooting skills.  I like the little restaurant they have there and 
the brisket they served was very good.  We learned that you need to listen to the range master and not 
keep shooting when everyone else has put their guns down, stepped away from their lane, and took their 
ear protection of.  It was very exciting that the moron not following the range master’s commands was not 
affiliated with us.  Phew! 

• We had our first lunch ride of the month of February.  The weather was fantastic on 2/2 and 14 bikes and 
18 members made their way to Ripley, TN for some lunch.  The weather was fantastic, and we ran into 
quite a few other riders that day. 

So, what’s coming up?  A couple of things in the near future….. 
• On 2/8 we will have our first two safety classes of the year.  Group riding and riding as a passenger will 

be held (or have already been held) at Bumpus.  Maybe we can (or did) grab some lunch afterwards. 
• On 2/11 we will have our second chapter meeting of the year. 
• On 2/22 we will host our second annual Mardi Gras party.  There is still time to sign up, so you haven’t 

done so…….. 

And quite some things in the not so near future….. 
• Please refer to the memphishog.com calendar, check your email, or follow us on Facebook to see the 

items coming up past February. 

 
 

 

 
  

Amy & Roelant 
Verbeek 

I like this picture so much, I just had to 
include it again. Only Roelant can pull off 
this suit. 
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Hello Memphis HOG!!   

It’s hard to believe, but January has come and gone! Here we 
are into February already! 

We are fast approaching the membership renewal deadline, 
and we have seen a steady flow of renewals. Great to see 
that! Here is a reminder of key renewal points.  

If you purchased a new or used bike during the months of October, November or December 2019, your 
membership in Memphis HOG for 2020 is free!  Please keep in mind this is for those new members 
who have purchased a new or used bike within the last quarter of 2019.  

1.  EVERYONE is required to complete a new membership form.  If you are a current member that is 
renewing... we need     a new membership form.  If you are taking advantage of the free membership 
from the purchase of a bike...we need a new membership form.  

2. If you are renewing your current membership, the dues are still only $20.00 per person. We accept 
cash, or check made out to Memphis HOG Chapter #4928. 

3. Please return the form and dues as soon as possible. Your choices are: 

a) Take your membership form and payment to the parts counter at Bumpus H-D on Whitten Rd.   

b) Mail your membership form and dues to: Memphis HOG #4928, Bumpus H-D, 2160 Whitten Road, 
Memphis, TN 38133-6004 

c) Turn in the completed membership form and dues at the next chapter meeting on Tuesday, 2/11/20.  

DEADLINE TO TURN IN YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM AND DUES IS FEBRUARY 29TH 

Effective March 1, 2020, if we have not received your membership renewal form or dues, we will be 
removing those who have not renewed from our chapter roster, the members only Facebook page, and 
the national HOG roster. Please don’t procrastinate and let it get to that point! Of course, we will add 
you back once we receive your renewal form and dues.  

As always, if you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us 
at memphishogmembership@gmail.com 

There are a lot of opportunities planned this year for getting out there and riding, so, if you’re not out 
there riding with us, why the heck not? I am looking forward to the Tail of the Dragon ride in August, 
(except for the heat!!) 

Thanks everyone!! 

"Every Ride A Memory" 

Jim and Carol Tactac 

Membership Officers 

Carol & Jim 
Tactac 

mailto:memphishogmembership@gmail.com
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I was reminded when riding the other day by my old scout 
training of a motto we as motorcycle riders should put to use.  
It is “BE PREPARED”!  It is easy for riders to get 
complacent, especially veteran riders, and not be prepared 
for the many events that can happen when riding a 

motorcycle.  Do you still cover your brake and clutch levers when coming up on an intersection?  Do 
you really know how to react when the car turns left in front of you at the intersection?  Do you really 
know how your bike will react in a panic stop?  If not, I would advise you to take a motorcycle-training 
course.  You say you took one when you started riding five years ago.  Well its time you took the 
advanced course.  You need to take this course every so often to keep your skills sharp and to learn 
how your bike really handles.  In this course you use your bike and you get to know exactly how fast it 
will stop.  You will learn how it will react in a quick left and right weave maneuver.  You will do this in a 
controlled environment with experience teachers.  This training might save your life.  

 Below is monthly safety tip.  Check www.msgroup.org for more safety information 

ONE RULE 
 

That Will Keep You Alive On City Streets 

By James R. Davis 
 

Of all the things that we learn being out on the streets with our bikes, one stands out as the all-time 
lifesaver in my book. 
If you can avoid it, never enter an intersection without another vehicle on your right side.  
It should be noted that this advice assumes you ride in a country where people drive on the right side of 
the road.)  
If you have to slow down in order to let a vehicle catch up with you on the right side, or if you have to 
increase speed a little so that you catch up with another vehicle, having one on your right side is as 
safe as it gets for entering an intersection.  
Obviously, this also means that if you are stopped at a traffic light and it turns green, you enter the 
intersection when the vehicle on your right does - no jackrabbit jumps if you want to live.  Too tame?  
Could be, but this rider likes it that way. In fact, I'd rather that the vehicle on my right was a bus or even 
an 18-wheeler.  
By the way, it is safer that the vehicle be on your right than on the left. The closer you can be to the 
center of the intersection when you go thru it, the more air there is (on average) between you and 
somebody that comes at you from either side. This is just another way of saying that if you have to 
enter the intersection by yourself, do it in the left most lane. 

 
Copyright © 1992-2001 by The Master Strategy Group, all rights reserved 

  

Larry Allen 

http://www.msgroup.org/
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Membership 
 

To Join HOG National 
In order to join the Memphis HOG Chapter, you must first be a national or associate HOG member in good 

standing. Click the link for the Harley Owners Group website to read about HOG Events, Membership Types and 
Membership Benefits. 

 
Once you join, you receive a membership number. Use this number to join Memphis HOG. 

 
Join the local Memphis HOG Chapter 

Download the Memphis HOG form and fill it out. There are three ways to submit the form; 
1.   Drop off the form along with $20 cash or check at the Bumpus HD Memphis parts counter. 

2.   Bring it to the next Memphis H.O.G. activity.  Check the Events Calendar for upcoming events. 
3.   Mail the form and a $20 check made out to "Memphis HOG Chapter".  Mail to: 

Memphis HOG Chapter # 4928 
Bumpus Harley Davidson 

2160 Whitten Road 
Memphis, TN 38133-6004 

 
To get to the Memphis Chapter Membership Form follow the following link: 

https://www.memphishog.com/membership 
 

2020 Officer Team 
Sponsor: Tim Bumpus 

Director: Robert Gantt 

Assistant Director: Jim Ferguson 

Treasurer: Bob Browder 

Secretary: Tim Backus 

Activities: Amy & Roelant Verbeek 

Head Road Captain: Dave Stockton 

Membership: Carol & Jim Tactac 

Safety Officer: Larry Allen 

Photographer: Tony Crook 

Web Master: Tony Crook 

Dealer Liaison: Joe Moscon 

Participation Points and Club Mileage 
through February 6, 2020 

http://www.harley-davidson.com/en_US/Content/Pages/HOG/HOG.html?locale=en_US&bmLocale=en_US
http://www.harley-davidson.com/en_US/Content/Pages/HOG/HOG.html?locale=en_US&bmLocale=en_US
https://www.memphishog.com/membership


9 

 

February 
Memphis HOG 
Officers Meeting 

6:30pm. Tekila Mexican Bar and 
Grill, 1335 N Germantown Pkwy, 
Memphis TN 38016 
 

Group Riding Class 
Bumpus HD, located at 

2160 Whitten Rd at 10:00am. 
 

Passenger Riding 
Class 

Bumpus HD, located at 2160 
Whitten Rd at 11:30am. 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

The chapter meeting will be held 
at Kooky Canuck, located at 1250 
N Germantown Pkwy, Ste 123, 
Cordova, TN 38016. Join us for 
good food and socializing 
beginning at 6:30pm. 
 

Memphis HOG Mardi 
Gras Carnival 

Join us for Mardi Gras festivites 
and Cajun food at Bumpus HD, 
located at 2160 Whitten Rd at 
6:30pm. 
 

March 
HOG Officer Meeting 
6:30pm. Tekila 

Mexican Bar and Grill, 1335 N 
Germantown Pkwy, Memphis TN 
38016 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

The chapter meeting will be held 
at TBD. Join us for good food and 
socializing beginning at 6:30pm. 
 

HOG Social  
TBD 

 

April  
HOG Officer Meeting 
6:30pm. Tekila 

Mexican Bar and Grill, 1335 N 
Germantown Pkwy, Memphis TN 
38016 
 

HOG Reelfoot Lake 
with Eagle Watch 

Reelfoot Lake State Park, 2595 
Highway 21 East, Tiptonville, TN 
38079 
 

Wild Pig Poker Run 
Bumpus Harley-

Davidson Memphis, 2160 Whitten 
Rd, Memphis, TN 38133 
 

Hot Springs – 
Arkansas Derby 

More Details to come! 3 day 
event! 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

The chapter meeting will be held 
at TBD. Join us for good food and 
socializing beginning at 6:30pm. 
 

HOG Bike Night on 
Beale  

 
HOG Bike Night on 
Beale  

 
HOG Social  
TBD 

 
Past Director’s Ride 
More Details to come! 
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Ads are free to current members selling personal items, e.g. bikes, bike parts, 
garage sale items, etc.  
 
Business ads run for $50/yr. for a business card, $75/yr. for a ½ page, and $100/yr. 
for a full-page ad. Please contact Robert Gantt to set up your ad. 
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For Sale 

 
Dave Stockton 
901.378.1466 
 
Saddleman Luggage Rack 
Bag $20 

 

 

For Sale 
 
Dave Stockton 
901.378.1466 
 
2014-2016 Touring Models 
Service Manual $10 
 

 

For Sale 
 
The toolbox is a high-quality one-piece rolling tool box with roller 
bearing slides.  It has never been used (just items stored in it) and has 
11 drawers (one each 8" and 6" - four 3-1/2" and five 1-1/2"), full 
box cover, liners for all drawers & top, and a side handle w/fringe. It 
measures H60" x W36" x D24".   Also including a Snap-on 95th 
Anniversary Gift Box Wrench signed by Willie G. 
Davidson.  Asking $3,500  
 
Cathy Robertson 
901.483.7271 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 
WITH THE MEMPHIS HOG CHAPTER? 

 
 

• Get text alerts or follow us on Twitter 
To get texts: Text a message to 40404 with the following information: 
                              Follow memhog4928 
You should receive an instant confirmation.  

 
• Join our members-only Facebook group 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/ 
 
To join: Go to the page and click “Join” 
One of the officers will add you to the FB group. 
 
Note: There is a public FB page, but it DOES NOT have event information.  

https://www.facebook.com/MemphisHogChapter/ 
 

• Check out our webpage and online calendar 
     http://www.memphishog.com/ 

 http://www.memphishog.com/#!calendar/c1nf7 
 

The chapter calendar is compatible with Google Calendar and iPhones. 
                 Search for the calendar associated with the chapter activities email: memphishogactivities@gmail.com   
 

• Special Note to AOL mail users 
Please add memphishogactivites@gmail.com to your email contacts. This will help insure chapter 
emails don’t end up in your trash\spam folder 

 
 

 

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 
WITH BUMPUS HARLEY DAVIDSON (MEMPHIS)? 

 
Website: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/ 

 
Event calendar: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/check-out-our-events--xcalendar 

 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BumpusHarleyMemphis/ 

 
Twitter: @BumpusHDMem 

 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/bumpusmphs/videos 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/
https://www.facebook.com/MemphisHogChapter/
http://www.memphishog.com/
http://www.memphishog.com/#!calendar/c1nf7
mailto:memphishogactivites@gmail.com
http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/
http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/check-out-our-events--xcalendar
https://www.facebook.com/BumpusHarleyMemphis/
https://twitter.com/BumpusHDMem
https://www.youtube.com/user/bumpusmphs/videos
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