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Wow, what a month. And not in a good way. We went from having 8 planned activities in April, including 
our first overnight ride, to nothing. Not to mention squashing most of our March activities. And I am sure 
we will be reworking some activities in May. So, with the Chapter activities canceled and being 
quarantined, what have you been doing to fill your free time? A lot of us are working from home, which 
means a 10 second trip from eating breakfast to sitting down at work. That’s about and hour and ten 
minutes a day I get back (that part I like about the quarantine). Even though I find that I work most of 
that extra time. I get to eat lunch with my lovely bride (also a part I like about the quarantine). I miss 
being able to see my grandkids (Facetime is tough with 3 small children fighting for screen time). And I 
miss socializing with my friends. Just like the winter months or the rain of early springtime, this too shall 
pass, and life will start to return to some sort of normalcy.  
 
How long will it take to return to normal? What will normal be? Jordan must physically go to the bank 
this week and they told him that he had to wear a mask, not usually the guidance given at the bank. I 
think normal will be a little different from now on. If nothing else, I hope people will be more conscious 
of others when they are ill. We will adjust and as soon as Big Brother releases his grip from us, we will 
get some activities on the calendar. Until then, be safe. 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Smart, but most of all Ride 
 
Robert 
2020 HOG Chapter Director 
 
 
P.S. I would like to thank our first responders and everything they do for us during these crazy times.  
 
 
 
 
  

Robert Gantt 
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Many of you know I love cool technology…just by nature 
of my work I am waist deep in tech on most days! I get 
to work with a lot of customers who are developing new 
mobile applications and hardware regularly. I even bring 
automation technology into my home be it good or bad I 
like to know what works, and what doesn’t. So as a 
motorcycle rider, I get excited to see some of the new 
technology and safety features that Harley-Davidson has 

introduced in some of the 2020 motorcycle models. I can ride safely with my Road Glide I ride 
today but if there are features that can help me ride safer, I may have to take a look into these 
features.  
 
So how do you feel about technology on motorcycles? You have two groups of opinions about 
motorcycle tech. One group thinks motorcycles should be “pure” with no technology, just go 
out and ride, no phones, no navigation, no CB radios, and maybe even no music playing! Just 
be one with the bike and no distractions! On the other side, you have me and people that love 
the new motorcycle tech. They want the Navigation, the radio blaring, the 
intercom/CB/Bluetooth radio, and my favorite Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS). These 
are the conveniences of the modern-day rider.   
 
To contrast, I doubt a single one of you run to the car lot and look for a vehicle with hand-crank 
windows, AM radio, and no modern conveniences! Most all of us purchase a car with as many 
features as we can afford in a vehicle. We evaluate the safety features of a new vehicle, 
airbags, backup cameras, auto braking, self-parking just to name a few of the modern luxuries 
of cars. But did you know there is a lot of new tech coming to motorcycles? Most of the new 
tech is not as visually obvious but can save you from an accident. Harley-Davidson, in 
particular, has introduced many new safety features on some models like the Livewire, CVO, 
Police, and Trike models and optional on most all Touring models. 
  
Reflex Defensive Rider System (RDRS): 
  
This is a collection of technologies that improve 
motorcycle handling in multiple riding 
conditions.   
 
 
 
  
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/content/reflex-defensive-rider-systems.html  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC0qgXIcWAM  
  
• Traction Control Modes 

• Rain Mode - Used for surfaces with reduced traction like wet roads or gravel. The system 
can detect when the rear tire loses traction and will limit torque or apply brakes, to 
reduce tire spin.  

• Road Mode - Used for optimum riding conditions like dry paved roads.   

Jim Ferguson 

https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/content/reflex-defensive-rider-systems.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC0qgXIcWAM
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• Cornering-Enhanced Electronic Linked braking includes synching the braking between 
the from and rear brakes  

• Drag Torque Slip Control System prevents the rear wheel from slipping or losing grip 
during deceleration.   

• Vehicle Hold Control (VHC) 
• Uses brake pressure to keep the motorcycle from rolling backward when stopped on an 

incline. VHC holds the brake until the rider actuates the throttle and clutch to pull away. 
To activate this feature the rider simply applies additional pressure to the hand brake, 
or the foot brake after the bike comes to a complete stop. The VHC system then holds 
brake pressure until the rider takes off again.   

• Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) on touring models. This gives you the ability to 
look at the Infotainment system and check from and rear tire pressure without having to 
get on the ground to manually check it.   

 
I applaud Harley-Davidson for incorporating these safety features to help keep riders safe. 
These are not a substitute for safe riding but will help in those “oh s%&t” moments when the 
unexpected happens! If you have any specific examples of using any of these new safety 
features, please let the rest of us know! 
 
 
Ride safe, 
 
Jim Ferguson 
2020 HOG Chapter Assistant Director  
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April is here, and I am supposed to write about all the cool 
rides and other activities we have done over the last couple 
of weeks.  Unfortunately, most of the things we have done is 
cancel events.  This corona virus sure has taken many 
things for a loop and it hasn’t been a fun loop.  As a chapter 
we will follow the National HOG organization’s guidance as 
well as the Bumpus organization.  Don’t worry, when this 

stuff is over, we will be riding!! 
 

 
What did we do these last couple of weeks?  We got 2 chapter rides in and the GPS class before the 
entire shutdown took over….. 
 

• About 10 of us rode to the Bald Butcher in Covington for some lunch on March 7.  It always 
surprises me that for a smaller town like Covington, this place is pretty good.  They have some 
nice menu items and a very diverse buffet.  I even ended with a couple bags of pork rinds to 
take home. 

• On March 15, we had a full room for the GPS class.  I think it was a very good class, we walked 
through setting up rides using a couple different tools and GPS units.  Remember, it’s all about 
the placement of the waypoints. 😊😊 

• A week later, we had our last official HOG ride.  We didn’t stop anywhere to eat, just a gas 
station for a bathroom break and a diet coke.  We practiced social distancing and enjoyed 
riding! 

So, what’s coming up?  A lot of things are coming up, because a lot of things we had planned, we still 
want to do…..  However, in the meantime, I hope everyone stays safe and finds some peace with this 
situation.  Keep your eye out for communications via email or via Facebook on when we will be starting 
our HOG activities again! 
  

Amy & Roelant 
Verbeek 
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Happy April!   

It’s hard to believe we’re into the second quarter of the year 
already. This whole Covid thing is a bit surreal, and I’m 
getting tired of working from home. Carol and I went out on a 
Sunday afternoon to get out of the house. It was a beautiful 
day, and we rode to the Route 64 Diner in Bolivar. The drive 
thru is open, (we literally stood in the line,) and had some ice 

cream. With everything going on, one of the things I miss the most is not being able to get together with 
the chapter  

Who remembers the old American Express slogan, “Don’t leave home without it?” The premise of 
course was that holding one of their credit cards gave you certain privileges. Membership has its 
rewards. Now, as corny as it sounds, that’s true for us chapter members too. If you are a current 
member, you’re getting this info packed, well thought out literary masterpiece, we call the newsletter! If 
you’re a member, you’re getting information related to upcoming events, rides and social gatherings. If 
you’re a member, you can have access to the members-only Facebook page. (If you would like that, 
“like” the public Facebook page, Memphis HOG Chapter #4928, then send a request to join the 
members-only page, Memphis HOG Chapter, and one of the officers will respond).    

So, membership does have its perks! I must say, I truly miss that we cannot get together right now. I 
miss the rides, the socialization and seeing everyone, and I miss the chapter meetings. Heck, I even 
miss the officer meetings! 

Being a member of our chapter has its benefits. This pandemic thing will pass, hopefully soon, and we 
will be able to all get together again and take advantage of all that HOG membership has to offer. 

Thanks everyone and be safe!! 

"Every Ride A Memory" (when you can sneak one in!!) 

Jim and Carol Tactac 

Membership Officers 

 
  

Carol & Jim 
Tactac 
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MESSAGE FROM HOG SAFETY OFFICER: 

Hello HOG Members: 

The NHTSA is promoting four points for motorist to 
remember about Motorcycles.  1. They are Respect the 
Motorcyclist, 2. Look out for the Motorcyclist, 3. Anticipate the 

Motorcyclist Maneuvers, and 4. Give the motorcyclist plenty of space.  Each state and many motorcycle 
organizations are conducting activities to promote the above. 
 
Bumpus and I are sorry we had to cancel the ERC course due to the Covid-19 outbreak. But SHIT 
HAPPENS, and we will deal with it and reschedule as soon as possible. 
 
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO TAKE AN EXPERIENCE RIDERS COURSE THIS YEAR. 
 
Also check out the AMA “American Motorcycle Association website and consider being a 
member.  They need our support and we need them to protect our riding rights. 
 
SAFE RIDING TIPS: 
 
I. Traffic Strategies 
 

• Don’t Tailgate- Give yourself at least two seconds of space behind the vehicle in front. 
• Head Checks- Don’t rely on mirrors or peripheral vision.  Do one before each lane change. 
• Signal your intentions- Signal two full seconds before lane changes and four seconds for turns. 

Use hand signals and turn signals on bike. 
• Avoid other driver’s blind spots- Keep back, stay in their mirror view and accelerate when 

necessary. 
• Cover the front brake lever in high-risk areas. Be ready for emergencies. 
• Check your mirrors when you slow down-Look for escape route.  The car behind you may not 

be alert. 
 

II. Equipment Tips 
 

• The right seat- What’s comfortable in your living room is not what works best on the highway.  
You want back support and freedom of movement. 

• Tire inspection- Dry rot, Cuts, and Foreign Objects.  How’s your tire pressure? 
• Tire replacement- Tread depth is not only issue.  Cupped Fronts, Squared off rears, uneven 

wear.  All these equate to bad handling.  Buy the best tires for your type of riding. 
• Get your bike and your gear ready to ride soon. 
• Get your brain also ready to ride and be ready.  BE PREPARED 
 
 

WE RIDE TOGETHER 

Larry Allen 
Safety Officer 
  

Larry Allen 
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Your Chapter Officers attempting 
to hold this months Officer 
Meeting via Zoom. Wasn’t too 
bad but missed the gathering 
together and having dinner. 
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Membership 
 

To Join HOG National 
In order to join the Memphis HOG Chapter, you must first be a national or associate HOG member in good 

standing. Click the link for the Harley Owners Group website to read about HOG Events, Membership Types and 
Membership Benefits. 

 
Once you join, you receive a membership number. Use this number to join Memphis HOG. 

 
Join the local Memphis HOG Chapter 

Download the Memphis HOG form and fill it out. There are three ways to submit the form; 
1.   Drop off the form along with $20 cash or check at the Bumpus HD Memphis parts counter. 

2.   Bring it to the next Memphis H.O.G. activity.  Check the Events Calendar for upcoming events. 
3.   Mail the form and a $20 check made out to "Memphis HOG Chapter".  Mail to: 

Memphis HOG Chapter # 4928 
Bumpus Harley Davidson 

2160 Whitten Road 
Memphis, TN 38133-6004 

 
To get to the Memphis Chapter Membership Form follow the following link: 

https://www.memphishog.com/membership 
 

2020 Officer Team 
Sponsor: Tim Bumpus 

Director: Robert Gantt 

Assistant Director: Jim Ferguson 

Treasurer: Bob Browder 

Secretary: Tim Backus 

Activities: Amy & Roelant Verbeek 

Head Road Captain: Dave Stockton 

Membership: Carol & Jim Tactac 

Safety Officer: Larry Allen 

Photographer: Tony Crook 

Web Master: Tony Crook 

Dealer Liaison: Joe Moscon 

Participation Points and Club Mileage through 
April 10, 2020 
Max Points = 24 
Max Mileage = 643 (yep..it’s been a tough year) 

http://www.harley-davidson.com/en_US/Content/Pages/HOG/HOG.html?locale=en_US&bmLocale=en_US
http://www.harley-davidson.com/en_US/Content/Pages/HOG/HOG.html?locale=en_US&bmLocale=en_US
https://www.memphishog.com/membership
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April  
HOG Officer Meeting 
6:30pm. Zoom Video 

 
 

Reelfoot Lake with 
Eagle Watch 

Postponed 
 

Wild Pig Poker Run 
 

Postponed 
 

Hot Springs – 
Arkansas Derby 

Canceled 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

Canceled 
 

May 
Past Director’s Ride 
TBD 

 
Memphis HOG 
Officers Meeting 

6:30pm. Tekila Mexican Bar and 
Grill, 1335 N Germantown Pkwy, 
Memphis TN 38016 
 

Day Ride to the 
Strawberry Festival 

Humbolt, TN. More details to 
come. 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

The chapter meeting will be held 
at SideCar Cafe. Join us for good 
food and socializing beginning at 
6:30pm. 
 

Trail of Honor Ride 
Overnight ride to 

Jackson, MS. More details to 
come. 
 

HOG Social  
TBD 

 
Ride Louisiana 
 

To be rescheduled 
 

Iron Butt - Eggsanity, 
Sharknose  

5:00am. Waffle House, 2931 N 
Germantown Pkwy, Bartlett, TN 
38133, USA 
 
 
 
 
 

June 

Memphis HOG 
Officers Meeting 

6:30pm. Tekila Mexican Bar and 
Grill, 1335 N Germantown Pkwy, 
Memphis TN 38016 
 

Memphis HOG 
Chapter Meeting 

The chapter meeting will be held 
at SideCar Café. Join us for good 
food and socializing beginning at 
6:30pm. 
 

Natchez Trace ride with 
Austin, TX HOG 

Overnight ride. More details to 
come. 
 

HOG Social  
TBD 
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Ads are free to current members selling personal items, e.g. bikes, bike parts, 
garage sale items, etc.  
 
Business ads run for $50/yr. for a business card, $75/yr. for a ½ page, and $100/yr. 
for a full-page ad. Please contact Robert Gantt to set up your ad. 
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For Sale 
 
The toolbox is a high-quality one-piece rolling tool box with roller 
bearing slides.  It has never been used (just items stored in it) and has 
11 drawers (one each 8" and 6" - four 3-1/2" and five 1-1/2"), full 
box cover, liners for all drawers & top, and a side handle w/fringe. It 
measures H60" x W36" x D24".   Also including a Snap-on 95th 
Anniversary Gift Box Wrench signed by Willie G. 
Davidson.  Asking $3,500  
 
Cathy Robertson 
901.483.7271 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 
WITH THE MEMPHIS HOG CHAPTER? 

 
 

• Get text alerts or follow us on Twitter 
To get texts: Text a message to 40404 with the following information: 
                              Follow memhog4928 
You should receive an instant confirmation.  

 
• Join our members-only Facebook group 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/ 
 
To join: Go to the page and click “Join” 
One of the officers will add you to the FB group. 
 
Note: There is a public FB page, but it DOES NOT have event information.  

https://www.facebook.com/MemphisHogChapter/ 
 

• Check out our webpage and online calendar 
     http://www.memphishog.com/ 

 http://www.memphishog.com/#!calendar/c1nf7 
 

The chapter calendar is compatible with Google Calendar and iPhones. 
                 Search for the calendar associated with the chapter activities email: memphishogactivities@gmail.com   
 

• Special Note to AOL mail users 
Please add memphishogactivites@gmail.com to your email contacts. This will help insure chapter 
emails don’t end up in your trash\spam folder 

 
 

 

DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 
WITH BUMPUS HARLEY DAVIDSON (MEMPHIS)? 

 
Website: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/ 

 
Event calendar: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/check-out-our-events--xcalendar 

 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BumpusHarleyMemphis/ 

 
Twitter: @BumpusHDMem 

 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/bumpusmphs/videos 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/
https://www.facebook.com/MemphisHogChapter/
http://www.memphishog.com/
http://www.memphishog.com/#!calendar/c1nf7
mailto:memphishogactivites@gmail.com
http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/
http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/check-out-our-events--xcalendar
https://www.facebook.com/BumpusHarleyMemphis/
https://twitter.com/BumpusHDMem
https://www.youtube.com/user/bumpusmphs/videos
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