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A P R I L  C H A P T E R  E V E N T S  
4  Road Captain Meeting, 6:30pm, Kooky Canuck 1250 N Germantown Pkwy  

11 Monthly Chapter Meeting, SideCar Cafe, 6:30pm 

22 Skullbone Ride, meet 7:30am at Bumpus HD, 8am KSU 

27 Dinner Social:  El Idolo, 2740 Bartlett Rd, 38134, 6:30pm   **Please RSVP on FB or to Memphishog2017@gmail.com 

The Way I See It  
(Looking Forward) 

 
Well, I can’t hide the fact we had to cancel a ride. I know it was with deep 
regret that Dan felt like he had to do it. However, I do hope you all understand 
the pain he goes through planning these rides very carefully and cautiously. So I 
figure if he says “we shouldn’t go”, we don’t go. Furthermore to back it up, he 
and I talked the day of the ride and I had gone up toward our destination on 4 
wheels. He asked, “How is it up there?” My answer was “Hold on. The storm is 
killing my reception.” I could hardly hear him, so there you go.  
 
Other than that can you believe the activity people? They are killing with all the 
great stuff they are coming up with. Our attendance is great too. Kudos to you 
gal’s and guys….. 
 
In the meantime, I saw old Capt. Robert put a little ride together, so thanks 
Robert for that too. I feel like it going to be such a great year as it is shaping up. 
Thanks to everyone for all the support. 
 

Your 2017 HOG Director, 

Joe D. Moscon 
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Let’s see. What I can tell you about me…. 
 
I grew up in Southern California. I married my high school sweetheart Carolyn in 1983. We met in FFA, picking out her first 
steer. We have lived in Anaheim, CA, Orange, CA, Brandon, MS, Collierville, TN, Concord, CA, Livermore, CA, St. Charles, 
IL, and now in Fishersville, TN. And, yes, we moved a lot due to my past employer. Along the way, we had two daughters 
and soon to be 6 grandchildren.  
 
I’m currently semi-retired. When working, I do consulting work in the Pharmaceutical industry, both in the US and 
internationally, specializing in IT, Distribution Networks/Systems, Security, Regulatory Compliance, SOPs and Project 
Management. In my earlier days, I was a McDonald’s Manager, Fireman, HVAC Installer, Meat Cutter, Photographer, 
andvBob White Quail Rancher. Most recently I tried my hand in on-line web shows.  
 
I’ve been riding some form of a motorcycle since I was 9 years old (Honda 90). When Carolyn and I were dating in high 
school, we went out on my 350 Honda CL until I could afford to buy my first truck. We did a lot of dirt bike riding in our 
younger days living in southern California. When careers and kids came along, we slowed down a bit.  

                            
 
Once our girls got into high school that’s when we got back into riding by buying our 1st Harley a 2006 Dyna Super Glide. We 
rode it for almost two years (18,000 miles) then bought a 2008 Road King after a 1,000 mile round trip dinner/overnight ride 
to OK, OK. We went on our first of many cross country tours on this bike. We rode it for two years and decided to try out an 
Ultra after putting 40,000 miles on it and having the top end being repaired. 
 
We purchased a 2010 Ultra Limited. Carolyn liked the color and especially the improved ride. Gotta keep mama happy! We 
really enjoyed this bike riding across the US and Canada many times. We put almost 39,000 miles on it. 

                  
 
One sunny day Michael O’Rourke finally got me to try out his CVO Road Glide Ultra. I was instantly hooked on the fixed 
fairing and traded in the 2010 Ultra for a new 2012 Ultra Road Glide. I really liked the Road Glide because the front end was 
lighter, like a road king, but still gave you great protecting from the weather. It really does well pulling our Bushtec trailer on 
our longer trips. It currently has more than 64,000 miles on it and my goal is to get 100,000. 
 
We bought Carolyn a new 2013 Dyna Switchback. It’s like a mini Road King on steroids. I’ve put over 5,000 miles on it 
riding around town and on some shorter overnight rides. And no, Carolyn hasn’t driven it on her own (her choice). She has her 
Motorcycle endorsement. She just enjoys relaxing while I do all the driving on the Road Glide.  
 
I’ve been a member of the HOG Memphis chapter since 2006 and have enjoyed every minute of it. I have been a road captain 
for many years. I was the web master for a couple years. I look forward to seeing y’all out on the road this year. Let’s Ride! 
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EVENT NEWS: 
This year, the HOG Waller will be held during the "Ride The Ozarks Ride" in Marble Falls, 
Arkansas at The Hub. Hotel space is limited so book early. 
 
Get your recipes ready for the Chili Cookoff to be held on Saturday, October 28th at the 
dealership. Larry Allen is heading up this event and will be looking for volunteers to 
help out. 
 
Chapter meetings will now be held at Sidecar at 6:30 pm on the second Tuesday of the 
month (except for July).  
 
 The Past Director's Ride will now be held during the Skullbone, TN Ride on Sat April 
22nd.  

EVENTS: 
Saturday April 22nd- Past Director's Ride Skullbone, TN 

Thursday April 27th- Dinner Social El Idolo 6:30 

Saturday May 6th -Spring Breakout Ride to Mobile, Alabama (overnight) 

Tuesday May 9th- May Chapter Meeting Sidecar 6:30 

Sat May 20th Woody's Tupelo Steakhouse Ride 

Wed May 24th Blues City Cafe Dinner Social / Bike Night 

June 3rd-June 6th - Waco Bound Ride 

 
Please check the events calendar at www.memphishog.com and join our MEMPHIS 
HOG CHAPTER Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/ 
 
It's your chapter. Get involved... 
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A Note from…. 
 

Tyler Bilter, 
Service Manager, Bumpus HD Memphis 
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A couple of years, Gene Cofer contacted me about a ride to Colorado that he was putting together. He’d read an article in the 
HOG magazine about the Colorado Springs HOG Chapter’s 16th annual  5 in 1 ride on July 18th. The Pikes Peak Chapter puts 
together a Poker Run route each year that runs over five mountain passes at 10,000 feet or higher. Gene already had Bob Hunt, 
Tony Crook, and Chip Hurdle on board, so we had a couple of planning meetings to discuss what else we wanted to do or see.   
 
The Pikes Peak summit was one obvious goal. The Garden of the Gods is right there next to it. The 5 in 1 poker run ended in 
Glenwood Springs, so Gene set up a route to take us through the Rocky Mountain National Park over the Trail Ridge Road 
(Hwy 34, the highest continuously paved road in the US) to stay in Estes Park the following day. Chip Hurdle collects dealer 
poker chips and I wanted to take some ABC pictures at some dealers to validate the states we rode through. So Gene put some 
dealer stops on the route. 
 
Gene and I had completed a Saddle Sore 1000 ride (1000 miles in 24 hours) in 2010, so we were already members of the Iron 
Butt Association. Tony and the others originally wanted to complete the SS 1000 on the return trip, but that quickly escalated 
into doing the Saddle Sore 1000 and a Bun Burner 1500 (1500 miles in 36 hours) combined return. I suggested we push hard to 
complete the SS1000 mile leg in about 20 hours and get a motel room for four or five hours sleep before completing the final 
500-mile leg. Gene had us staying in Limon, CO the last night for the SS1000 kickoff. A quick change to the return route took 
us down to Midland, TX, across I-20 to Jackson, MS and back up to Memphis to get in the 1500+ miles. Longview, TX was a 
few miles past the 1000 mile point, so that would be our documented SS1000 gas stop, witness signature location, and rest 
stop. The only real concern we discussed was hitting Ft Worth/Dallas in the afternoon heat and traffic and getting tangled up. 
As fate would have it, that never happened.  
 
It was going to be hot on Wednesday, July 15, so we decided to leave West Memphis at 4am. We also had a goal to make 
Dodge City, KS before the Harley dealer closed at 6pm. Temps were already in the 100’s as we rolled through Oklahoma and 
crossed the Kansas border. The chicken trucks of Arkansas gave way to the cattle trucks, feed lots, and processing plants of 
Kansas. As we discussed which was worse, I was just trying to ignore the smell since we all planned to get a good steak in 
Dodge City. We saw several hours at 105 temperature readings before we rolled into the Dodge City dealership right at 5pm, 
looking to soak up some AC. 

                 
Touchdown Dodge City at 105 degrees.  Fortunately, their AC was working great.    

 
We choose to pass on the chain motels and stayed at the Dodge House Hotel, where we all had an excellent steak for dinner.   
The Hotel had a lot of memorabilia of old Dodge City and a lot of items and photos from the Gunsmoke TV show.  Our 
waitress told us to be sure tocheck out the old bar in the saloon from the original Dodge House Hotel and Saloon; it was 
imported from Italy sometime in the 1800’s. We decided it wouldn’t be proper to not have a drink or two while admiring it. It 
even had some bullet holes from back in the day when the drovers would get drunk and rowdy. The lady bartender (who rode a 
Fat Boy) told us some things to look out for on highway 50. The next morning we headed west on historic Highway 50 to 
Colorado Springs, taking in the Skyline Drive in Canon City on the way. A thunderstorm was passing through Colorado 
Springs as we were coming in. We missed the heavy rain, but were treated to an unbelievable double rainbow that went from 
the ground to ground. I’ve never seen anything like it. 
 

(continued on next page) 

Colorado 5 in 1 Poker Run, Pikes Peak, and Trail Ridge Ride   
by Dave Stockton 
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We headed out early Friday morning to Pikes Peak to beat the crowds. The day greeted us with crystal clear skies; the best 
conditions I’ve seen on the mountain.  It’s a pretty easy ride to the summit now that the road is paved all the way. I’d ridden to 
the top on two prior occasions when the last seven miles was gravel; on this trip, the switchbacks were much less challenging 
both going up and down, with smooth, clean pavement all the way. You just have to be aware of the dramatic altitude change 
in a short time and what it can do to you without much warning.   
 

              
                 

              
  
After a summit picture, we headed over to ride through the Garden of the Gods, which was spectacular but pretty busy at the 
time.  Fortunately the traffic moved well and we never got hung up.   
 

 

 
We then headed to the Colorado Springs Harley dealer for the kickoff party. We were looking at shirts when a lady working in 
motor clothes saw our Memphis vests and introduced herself. She and her husband, who had been an ERC instructor at 
Bumpus for a while, had relocated to Colorado several years before. We also met Kim, nicknamed “Honey Badger”, the 
chapter’s feisty head road captain. We arranged to leave with her on the first group out at 5:30 the next morning.   
The 328 mile route was really nice with lots of scenic views, back and forth across the continental divide from the west slope 
to the east slope.  Our ride group stopped at the last pass so we could get a picture of the most appropriately named pass we 
crossed. After a good banquet and a closing party in Glenwood Springs, we said our farewells to the friendly folks at the Pikes 
Peak HOG chapter.   
 

Pikes Peak Summit – Yes, we are wearing jackets. 
It was 36 degrees at the time and always windy at the top.

Pikes Peak on the approach highway. 
Beautiful day for a ride up the mountain.    

Garden of the Gods 
with Pikes Peak in 

the background 

Tennessee Pass. 
We just had to get a picture here. 
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   The next morning’s weather forecast had me concerned and I voiced it to the group.  There was an 80% chance of 
thunderstorms covering all of Rocky Mountain National Park. I’d been on Trail Ridge in bad weather before, and it’s not the 
place to be in a snow storm or thunderstorm.  Despite the ominous forecast, we only saw a little rain while on I-70 headed to 
Granby. It was overcast the entire day and we kept our rain gear on. The ride over Trail Ridge was just awesome, with cloud 
cover above, but the sky was clear at our level. There were lots of deer and elk all over the place to go along with the 
spectacular views.    

 

Never Summer Mountains overlook on Trail Ridge Road         View from the Welcome Center on Trail Ridge Road 
 
Estes Park was as nice as I remembered and dinner at the Grouchy Gringo was excellent. The weather cleared and the short 
ride to Limon the next day took us on one of the best roads in Colorado: the Peak to Peak scenic byway through Central City.  
At one point, it was called the richest square mile on earth. The city was a mix of old mines and new development including 
the new gold mine of the current era, a Casino. We said goodbye to Bob when we hit I-70. He was headed the opposite 
direction to Las Vegas to referee a big annual pool tournament. The rest of us rolled into Limon mid-afternoon and prepared 
for the fast ride home. 
 
At 3am Tuesday morning, we gassed up and started our Iron Butt rides, heading south in the dark. We made such good 
progress that we decided to treat ourselves to a sit down lunch in Lubbock, TX around noon. My receipt at the Iron Grill shows 
we left the restaurant at 12:51pm as we continued our trek south to Midland. The cool pleasant temps in Colorado were now 
replaced with high humidity and hellish Texas temps. About 20 miles out of Lubbock, Tony informed us on the radio that he 
had a problem and pulled over. We waited about an hour in the Texas heat for the truck from the Harley dealer back in 
Lubbock to pick Tony’s bike up. To make a long story short, three and a half hours later we left Wild West Harley Davidson in 
Lubbock. The one hour lunch stop had now turned into a five hour delay while waiting on Tony’s rear tire to be replaced. We 
decided to stick to the plan, run hard, stop for gas every 150 miles or so and just snack at the gas stops.   
 

                               
 
About an hour later we hit some light rain and a sign saying “Rough Road Ahead Expect Delays”.  In a mile or so we hit 
something I’ve never seen or run through before in all my travels. Gene, who used to live in Midland, told us over the radio we 
were running through “caliche.” This is a limestone-laced gravel soil that acts like the cement in ready-mix concrete. Texas 
uses it as a final sealing layer before paving a road, and a road crew must have just put it down hours before. After five or six 
miles of running through this, our bikes, jeans, and boots were coated in what looked and felt like very gritty concrete. I was 
starting to worry about the bikes overheating as this stuff was building up a half inch thick or more all over the bikes. There 
was no way any air flow was getting to my lower radiators. Our bikes looked like we’d done the Alaskan highway 20 years  

(continued on next page) 
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   ago; it must have been covered with this same stuff. The good folks at our gas stop in Midland took pity on us and allowed us 
to use their hose to wash what we could off the bikes. If time had allowed, we should have located a pressure washer and to use 
their hose to wash what we could off the bikes. If time had allowed, we should have located a pressure washer and blasted as 
much as we could off the bikes but we were already too far behind schedule for such a luxury. Naturally, we never saw another 
drop of rain on the remainder of the trip when we could have used it. 
 
Our concern about having to run through Ft Worth and Dallas in late afternoon heat was now just a memory as we got gas in 
Dallas around 11:30. It was still hot but traffic was light. Despite the delay and challenges, we made good time and rolled into 
Longview around 2am, about 3 hours later than our original goal. We completed the SS 1000 miles in 22 hours, even with the 
delay. 
 
After gassing up for our documented date time receipt and getting the hotel clerk to sign our witness statements, we hit the 
rooms for a shower and a nap.  Kickstands up at 5am came fast as did the remainder of the ride home. We stopped a short time 
for breakfast at a Waffle House in Rayville, LA as we hadn’t eaten real food since lunch the day before.    
 
It was a real scorcher as we made the turn in Jackson, Mississippi, and by the time we rolled into Memphis, we were all pretty 
much beat from the heat. We’d arranged for Larry Allen to serve as our Bun Burner final witness. His bank in downtown 
Memphis is next door to a Shell station. Our final gas receipt showed 2:12 pm, so we’d completed the BB 1500 (1640 miles on 
my odometer) in just over 34 hours. Not bad on a couple hours sleep after a five hour delay.  
 
Bob texted us all later when he completed both the SS 1000 and BB 1500 on his solo ride home from Las Vegas, so Tony, 
Chip, and Bob are now members of the IBA as are several of our chapter members. 
 
In our planning stages I’d expressed concern to Gene and Tony about Chip safely completing the Iron Butt ride with us.  He is 
the senior, most veteran rider in the group. While the rest of us were on very comfortable touring bikes (aka “Geezer Glides”) 
with music, communication and cruise control, Chip was doing the trip on a Dyna. Now the Dyna is a fine bike (I also own a 
Dyna Switchback), but it’s not the first bike in Harley’s line up you consider for this kind of riding. I was a little worried about 
not having a way to communicate with him especially after dark. I suggested we check on his condition and stamina during the 
hot ride to Dodge City the first day. While it was no SS 1000, it was a 700+ mile day mostly in extreme heat. He didn’t miss a 
beat. Chip did pop on a windshield and used a bubble shield on his half helmet occasionally, but he says he prefers riding “old 
school”. He don’t need no stinkin’ touring bike. It seems as long as he has a few cigars stowed away on the bike, he can ride 
day and night with the best of them.  
 
So the rest of us may be Iron Butt Association members, but our hats go off to Chip, who is definitely the Iron Man of the 
group. 
 
 

 
Victory dance - 1640 miles in 34 hours – two hours sleep – one new tire – and lots of serious cleaning left to do 
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2017 Officer Team 

 

Dealer Liaison: Tim Bumpus 

Director: Joe Moscon 

Assistant Director: Bob Gasko 

Treasurer: Robert Gantt  

Newsletter Editor: Leigh Williams  

Activities: Michelle Beitz-Demery, 

 Michele & Jeff Poland 

Head Road Captain: Dan White 

Assistant Head Road Captain:  

Dave Stockton 

Membership: Deborah Gasko 

Photographer: Jim Ferguson 

Greeter: Richard Cooley  

Safety Officer: Larry Allen 

 
 
 

Tammie Caldwell 
 

J Carolyn Rice 
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Sue Anne Cobb   
Owner/Broker 
(731)217‐9781 
TN License  
#275917 
#263535  

  sueacobb@att.net 
www.sueacobb.com 
 
 
4803 Cuba Millington  
Millington, TN 38053 

  Member of 
Memphis Area 
Association of 
Realtors 
 

        
 

 
Ads are free to current members selling personal items, e.g. bikes, bike parts, garage 
sale items, etc.  
 
Business ads run for $50/yr. for a business card, $75/yr. for a ½ page, and $100/yr. for 
a full page ad. Please contact Leigh Williams to set up your ad. 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 
WITH THE MEMPHIS HOG CHAPTER? 

 
 

 Get text alerts or follow us on Twitter 
 

To get texts: Text a message to 40404 with the following information  
                              Follow memhog4928 
You should receive an instant confirmation. 

 
 Join our members-only Facebook group 

 
Link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/282199048513345/ 
 
To join: Go to the page and click “Join” 
One of the officers will add you to the FB group. 
 
Note: There is a public FB page but it DOES NOT have event information.  

https://www.facebook.com/MemphisHogChapter/ 
 

 
 Check out our webpage and online calendar 

 
     http://www.memphishog.com/ 
 

 http://www.memphishog.com/#!calendar/c1nf7 
 

      The chapter calendar is compatible with Google Calendar and iPhones.  
Search for the calendar associated with the chapter activities email:  
                 memphishogactivities@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
DO YOU KNOW HOW TO STAY IN CONTACT 

WITH BUMPUS HARLEY DAVIDSON (MEMPHIS)? 
 

Website: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/ 
 

Event calendar: http://www.bumpushdmemphis.com/check-out-our-events--xcalendar 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BumpusHarleyMemphis/ 
 

Twitter: @BumpusHDMem 
 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/bumpusmphs/videos 
 


